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Sandra (Sana) and Silver Shafer - 1st Elmira 
Sana has been to other Jamborees in the past but says “this one is 
better than the others because this is the first one ever.” When 
comparing youth she has taken to other Jamborees she says “it is 
different because she has her own child and you know what they say 
about having your own kids in your pack and that they are the worst 
behaved.” This is Silver’s first week long summer camp that she has 

been to and she likes it. The best thing was swimming, but she also liked the Banderlog Village. 
It is also “ok that her mom was around all week.” Asked how her mom (Scouter) acts at camp 
compared to at home and Silver says, “She is just as crazy.” Silver would come back again, even 
with her mom. Go figure. Sana last words were “thank you so much to every one that helped out, 
we had such a great time!” 
 
 
 

 
Lisa Wettlaufer 
Lisa has been involved in Scouting for eight years. She is from the 
Wellington Area and is with 6th Guelph. She has been a Cub Leader 
for two years and before that she was doing fundraising and before 
that was a parent volunteer. She got involved in Scouting because 
she saw the positive influence on her kids. Her son was not very 
motivated until he got into Cubs and then into Scouts and he just 
blossomed from there. He was not at CCJ but at CJ at Tamaracouta. 
He has been involved since he was eight. This is Lisa's first time at 

Everton; she likes the camp and thinks we have a great pool. She says she would not have 
survived the week without the pool. She thought the week was great and she had no complaints. 
She was here for the kids and thinks they all had a great time. At this point in my interview a 
Cub came up and asked me to ask Lisa how old she was. After she stopped laughing she said, 
“you are old enough to be my son.” She will continue with the Cubs, be involved with Jamborees 
and camps. She loves the feeling you get when this little face looks up to you, you help them and 
they are just full of wonder. I just love it.  
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Who is that smiling person in the picture? Who 
belongs to the white truck? An anonymous phone 
message was left for me wherein it was suggested that 
a Kangaroo Court would be set up to deal with the 
culprit pictured therein. I understand that he has hired 
a good lawyer, namely himself, and will plead 
temporary insanity caused by having to climb up into 
the rafters of Wheeler Lodge to retrieve his sleeping 
bag. He was going to throw himself on the mercy of 
the Court but the judge there is merciless. 
 
The Scout Shop is still in operation. Unfortunately HQ in Ottawa is not living up to the letter or 
the spirit of the deal we made. Flexibility was the keynote of the deal but that word is missing 
from the Retail Services lexicon. BE PREPARED fellow scouters, this is a one year deal and we 
must have vigilance if we want to keep the store in operation. BEWARE, Retail Services is not 
living up to their bargain. They are not dealing in good faith. I understand that the deal for the 
management of Scouthouse is moving ahead. This was an integral part of the program and we 
should have had it in place for September 1st. Regrettably this did not happen. My concern is 
that the financial balance that we had structured in the deal will be put out of kilter because 
Scouter Peter has not yet been granted the authority needed to make this work. Let us hope that 
CEC has the word flexibility in its lexicon. 
 
I want to thank everyone who signed the petition and supported the NW negotiating team, and 
we should especially thank Bob Kalbfleisch who was our point man in this. We also appreciate 
that the CEC got behind this initiative. 
 
Scouter Peter needs help to have the hours covered on Saturday and on some of the evenings. If 
you can help out just drop by or call him. We need the volunteer support to make sure that this 
keeps happening.  
 
Cliff Cabin has been given a new roof, a skylight and new door and a new deck courtesy of the 
11th Kitchener Alumni who held a fundraiser at their 70th Anniversary Banquet. In a "feet" of 
planning Scouter Brian Reiner, Chair of the 11th Kitchener stepped on a soft spot on the roof and 
his foot went through. This spot was then designated as the location for the skylight. By all 
accounts it was just in the right place. Now you can actually see what you are doing in Cliff 
Cabin. Great planning and great workmanship on the part of Scouter Brian and the crew from the 
11th Kitchener Alumni. Even Donovan and Frieburger approved. It doesn't get any better than 
that!!! 
cont’d 
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Scouter Liam Morland was invited to speak at the World Scout Congress being held in Geneva 
on November 16th and 17th. North Waterloo on the World Scouting Stage - congratulations 
Scouter Liam! He will also be presenting his Brownsea, Gilwell and Kandersteg slide show at 
the Centennial Scouters Conference to be held in Vancouver on December 1st. 
 
Point to Ponder: Is cliff cabin named after Cliff or is it near a cliff? 
 
YIS Scouter Ted eh! 
 

YIS Scouter Ted eh! 
 
 

� !��"!�#�"�$��
 
Well Scouters, it's another newsletter. This one is the worse one I've put together. It has taken a 
lot longer than I had anticipated. Some people get the concept of a deadline others not so much 
and still others not at all. Heads up next DEADLINE JANUARY 15/08! Now if you figure there 
are some pictures missing, you're right. I'm trying to learn a new program for putting this 
newsletter together so it's a learning curve and I figured it was more important to have content 
rather than pictures. Even though pictures are usually better than words. That's my story and I'm 
sticking to it. 
 
Now I have been posting the newsletter on the bulletin boards at Scout House for those that do 
not have internet access with the words on saying “DO NOT REMOVE”. However as of last 
week there was only one copy left. I believe I had put up 15 copies. This just robs other Scouters, 
parents and youth from finding out what is going on in the area. So I will N OT be posting the 
newsletter. I will however be selling a limited number of them at the Scout Shop for $2.00 each. 
All money raised will go to purchase miscellaneous items for the Scout Shop. If you haven't been 
to the Scout Shop, stop by and take a look. The store has been decorated for Christmas and looks 
great. There is a ton of stock now in and it is well organized. Don't forget to do your Christmas 
shopping at the Scout Shop. 
 
And then we come to Scouter Ted’s column and he wonders how Cliff Cabin got its name. and 
this got me thinking that some youth could do research and not to just find out why Cliff is 
named the way it is, but what about all the other buildings too. Why not get your youth to do 
some research into this and we will print what they find out in these pages. 
 
 

�
���"���������
����%�$�
�

Ken Coyle - editor 
Shelly Sprauge reporter 
Tony Skells  proof reader 
Bob Thorn  graphics man 
Ted Claxton  a scouter with his own column 
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By Shelley Sprague 
 
Blue Springs Scout Reserve 
 
On the windy, rainy day of October 27th, after a night of little sleep at a Beaver sleepover, I 
attended the new event 'Eco Spirit Walk' at Blue Springs along with over 600 other Scouting 
people. Youth and Leaders alike had a good time despite the weather. The event was run by Paul 
Garofolo, the Ranger at Blue Springs with the help of some Scouters around the area who are 
always helpful or in other words; don't know how to say 'no'. 
Blue Springs was saturated with energy as youth attended activities which included Tractor 
Rides, Face Painting, Climate Change activity, Recycling activity, acting out Nature, Crafts, 
Games, Hikes and much more. The youth learned a lot and so did some Leaders as they rotated 
all afternoon in the Canadian fall weather. Some Leaders had to learn how to put up a tarp a 
second time as the wind challenged their first try! 
 
Supper was included in this event, which satisfied everyone's huge hunger. Feeding the large 
group must have been a small miracle! We all know lots of small and some large miracles do 
happen in Scouting. 
 
In the evening, I somehow found myself in a rabbit costume as I joined in the 'Spirit' part of the 
walk. I even had to memorize some lines (by this time I was exhausted, and nothing was going in 
my brain without chocolate) as Sarah K and I did a little play about how the rabbits survive at 
Blue Springs with so many predators. Our favorite line was 'We make lots of babies!' The spirit 
walk included a beaver, a lumberjack, elves, witches (oh how the witches scared me), a tree and 
an Indian chief, all educating the youth on how important and sensitive the ecological system is 
and how the youth can help to preserve it. 
 
I encourage you to participate in this event next year. Whether you take your Beavers or Cubs or 
you step out of your comfort zone and step into a furry costume, the choice is yours. I know that 
the youth will learn a lot and you will have a good time! 
 
 


�������������	�+�����'�����
 
The 1st Freeport Scout Troop put together a 10 page proposal for the NW Scouters Club on their 
plan to organize the 57th North Waterloo Camporee.  After hearing their proposal the Scouters 
Club unanimously gave approval for the 1st Freeport Troop to go ahead with their plan.  The 
theme will be Space Camp.  Your youth will not want to miss out on this camporee, as you 
know, who knows what youth want better than youth.  Plan to be there.  For more information 
watch the North Waterloo web site or contact Mark Panchaud at mark@primespec.com . 
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Jim Kohrs, 30th Kitchener Cub leader (Akela).   
 
I began in the Scouting movement in 2005 when I wanted to get my son into some sort of 
program. In the past my wife and I had joined him up for judo and indoor soccer, but he just 
never really got into any of it. He didn't like being centre stage in any of the organized sports and 
with him being much smaller than the rest of the kids he always seemed to be trying to catch up 
to the other players rather than actually playing. As many parents know, seeing your child 
struggle in a sport is heartbreaking for themselves and even more disheartening for their child. 
It's no fun always being the caboose. 
 
Shortly after my son's poor experience with indoor soccer and a coach that liked to chat with 
friends more than inspiring the kids, I started thinking of a program that we could put him in 
where the emphasize of “team effort” meant more than kicking a ball into a net. 
 
As a child I had always wanted to be in Cubs/Scouts, but as my parents would have it, I never 
had the opportunity to join up. I quickly thought that this could be a way for me to “relive” my 
childhood through my own son. As fate would have it I found out that a past good friend of mine 
Shelley Sprague was a Beaver leader for 30th Kitchener. For no reason other than going in 
different directions, we hadn't spoke in a number of years. This experience was getting better and 
better for my son. Not only could I sign him up for something that I had always wanted to do as a 
kid, but I could sign him up into something where I “knew” the person running it, and to a lesser 
extent my son knew her too. The transition would be an easy one and my son would be happy to 
go without tears of leaving Mommy and Daddy for an hour. 
 
My wife and I stayed for the first couple of nights to make my son's “away time” a little easier. I 
would help out with crafts or whatever we happened to be doing at the time, and I was having a 
good time doing it. What happened next was something I had never expected in my wildest 
dreams. Shelley said to me “You should become a Leader.” A Leader I thought! I had always 
thought that you had to have previous Scouting experience before you could become a Leader. I 
almost wanted to blurt out right away, YES! I took a couple days to mull it over because I wasn't 
sure if I could commit to “AN HOUR A WEEK”, ha-ha! 
 
In the end I went through the process of becoming a Beaver Leader for 30th Kitchener. Almost 
the minute I signed up Shelley was telling me that I “Had to sign up for Woodbadge I” which 
was only a couple weeks away. Woodbadge? What the hay is Woodbadge I thought? Little did I 
know that it would have been one of the BEST management training courses I had ever been on, 
and at the same time one of the best team building exercises as well. 
 
The next 2 years saw me as a Beaver leader and as a part/full time Cub leader. 
 
This will be my son's and my 3rd year in Scouting (his 2nd year of Cubs). It is so wonderful 
working with the youth and seeing them grow. Not only physically but mentally. Seeing the 
shiest come out of their shell and interact with their fellow Cubs or Beavers wrenches on my  
heart. What better way for our children to become team players than to “truly” act as a team? 
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One hand helping the next to overcome all obstacles and challenges. 
 
What started out as being a venue for my “son” to be part of something bigger than himself has 
dragged me in wholeheartedly as well into a world where honour, service, and respect still exist. 
What a wonderful foundation we lay for “our children” in the Scouting movement. All the 
rushing around on Wednesday nights can get to you week after week. But the difference we 
make as Leaders and the time we put in is incalculable when compared to the joy it brings our 
children. Seeing the spark in their eye when they have completed a task, or seeing the never 
ending energy when they are playing a game of Manhunt are the things that keep me fired up and 
keep me going. 
 
Someone once said that “You only get back what you put in”. How true! What seems at times as 
a never ending saga of planning meetings, outings, and camps is well rewarded knowing that our 
pack are having some of the best times of their lives which they will never forget. 
 
There are weeks that I dread having to go to our weekly meeting because my career has me 
totally burnt out and exhausted. I always have solace in knowing though that once I get to our 
meeting I will be once again refreshed and forget all of the corporate BS and “just be a kid 
again” I think all adults need something like this. If there isn't an escape for us to let go and act a 
little childish from time to time I think we will lose focus on what it is to “live”! 
 
A friend of mine told me a couple years ago that I never “grew up” after high school. At first I 
thought what a terrible thing to say to a friend. I thought about that statement for a few days and 
came to the conclusion that he was right! I haven't grown out of having fun, being inspired, 
enjoying life with the people that know how to do it best (our youth), and I haven't grown out of 
the principles that my parents taught me about honour, and respect. To that friend I say, “If not 
doing these things makes me grown up, then let me be a kid forever!” 
 
The Friday before Remembrance Day my 9 year old son said to me that he thought it would be a 
good idea to put on our Scouting uniforms and go down to Kitchener City Hall to take part in the 
ceremonies, and to pay our respects to our Vets who fought so bravely for our country. I can't tell 
you how proud I was of my son on that day. As any parent knows there are times you shake your 
head at them wondering what made them make some bonehead decision. Then there are those 
times like this one that cement for me, the fact that Scouting really does make a difference! From 
the smiles we got from people on the street that day we knew that they know “we” are here to 
make a difference! In some areas the Scouting movement is dwindling and that's a shame, but for 
those of us involved and especially the youth, I know that we are molding these young people 
into persons of character that do hold the key to all of our futures. 
 
Seeing personally my son grow into a caring individual that does think of others before himself 
is probably the single most gratifying aspect of Scouting. Maybe he would have been that way 
without Scouting. But then again maybe he wouldn't. I choose to believe that it is in a big way 
the result of being involved in an organization that does hold true to honour, service and respect. 
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Thank You Everyone 
  
I would like to thank all those groups for coming and 
making this year's Santa Claus Parade a success again. 
We had around 115 youth and many volunteer adults 
come out and show Kitchener -Waterloo how great our 
youth organization is. A huge thank you to Ashley 
Hessel, Karen Devereux and the 10th Waterloo Ventures 
and Rovers for decorating the floats and supervising 
during the parade. It was a cold Friday night to decorate 
frosty metal. And again, thank you to Jason Becker, his 

drivers and Becker Bros. Towing for their donation of time and trucks. By the looks of the 
smiling faces in my photos, I don't know who had more fun, the youth or the leaders. 
 
Thank you again to everyone, we could not have made this a success without you.  Hope to see 
you next year. 
  
Linda Hessel 
Parade Coordinator 
 
 

%!#��##�,���!$%
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All meetings held at North Waterloo Scout House 
January 16, 2008  9pm 
April 23, 2008 9pm 
June 18, 2008 7pm 
August 20, 2008 7 pm 
September 17, 2008 9pm 
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All meetings held at North Waterloo Scout House except as noted. 
January 15, 2008 7:00 pm 
March 19, 2008 7:00 pm 
May 1, 2008 6:00 pm at Camp Mohawk  
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Around the World in 6 Days 
 
 

Are you a Cub or Leader looking for a great way to spend a week of your summer?   
Why not come on out to Camp Everton and travel around the world in only 6 days!? 

 
 

Choose between 2 weeks of Cub Camp: July 13 – 18, or July 20 – 25, 2008 
ACE Camp will be held from July 20 – 25, 2008 

 
 

Cubs will have the opportunity to experience the great outdoors and the beauty that Camp 
Everton has to offer by participating in nature hikes, exploring the Eramosa River, sleeping out 
in the Adirondacks, cooking over open fires, enjoying nightly campfires, swimming, playing 
games and sports, archery and cray-fishing. We will travel Around the World each day, and 

experience the culture and activities of many Countries from around the Globe! Every day will 
be a surprise waiting to be explored and traveled! 

 
 

Cub Camp is open to all registered Cubs. Leaders are encouraged to attend the camp with their 
youth; however we do have a qualified staff of counselors for those youth who come without 

their groups. 
ACE Camp is a unique Advanced Camping Experience that is open to all 3rd year Cubs who will 
be moving up to Scouts in the fall. ACE Campers will set up camp in tents and Adirondacks, will 
cook most of their own meals, and will experience the great outdoors as soon-to-be Scouts. The 
cost of both Cub Camp and ACE Camp is $225/youth. There is no cost for Leaders who attend 

the camp with their groups. 
 
 

More information on this great Summer Cub Camp experience will be available soon from the 
North Waterloo website at www.scouts-nw.com 

 
 

If you have any questions about the Summer Camps, please contact the Camp Director, Sarah 
Kassa, at 519-496-2056 or 519-745-3067.  Email inquiries can be sent to sarahk@netflash.net 
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Attention Venturers! 
 
 
Do you know what your Executive members should be doing? Are you looking for some ideas 
on how to make your program better? Are you looking to understand how your Executive, your 
Company, your Advisor, and the rest of Scouting all fit together? If you've answered yes to any 
of these questions, then why not send someone from your Company to a Venturer Executive 
Workshop? 
 
North Waterloo Area is offering a Venturer Executive Workshop on February 8 - 10, 2006. It 
will be held at Camp Barber in Wellington area (Guelph, Ontario). Each Company will be 
allowed to send a maximum of 2 participants. This event is open to any Venturer Company in 
Ontario, up to the maximum number of participants. The registration deadline is January 7, 2008. 
 
The course fee for the weekend is $35.00 per participant and includes indoor accommodation, 
meals and training materials. Participants need to arrive by 7:00pm on the Friday, and the course 
will be completed by 3:00pm on Sunday afternoon. 
 
For more information and to register, please contact the course email address 
vexecworkshop@gmail.com.  As per North Waterloo training policy, course registration and fees 
must be received by the Course Co-ordinator to guarantee your spot in the course. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Albert Fuchigami 
Jody Bell 
Venturer Executive Course Co-ordinator. 
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Are you on Facebook? Have you signed up to join the 1st Facebook Scout 
Group? This is the group, for all people who loved or love being a Scout. 
Our own North Waterloo Area Scouter Sandra Kellar is International 
Officer for Canada. The 1st Facebook Scout Group also has badges for 
sale. Check out the web site www.onestopscouting.com  and click on “The 
Trading Place”. 

 
 

�
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"Calling all First Centennial Patrol Members.  
Mark the date Sunday, February 10th on your calendars.   Our Patrol plans to hold a social get 
together from 2p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Preston Scout House at 1580 Queenston Road in Cambridge 
(Preston).    You are invited to bring your  
spouse/friend.   To confirm your attendance or for further information, contact 
 
Jim Tait at 519-893-0889 or jtait@on.ainb.com or Dave Fallows at 519-621-7474 (Ext. 24) or 
david.fallows@pastdrafting.com .    David Fallows will provide a special presentation on 
Scouting's 100th Year World Jamboree in England, which he attended." 
 
 

8������		�4�����9���(�5�����	�����#����(�����)�
 
It was a very warm summer’s evening as 68 youth and leaders who had set up camp at Laurel 
Creek Conservation Area in Waterloo plus well over 125 friends of Scouting gathered for a 
Celebration Campfire . On site was Town Crier Scott Fraser whose booming voice announced 
the events. Roger Farnham and his committee did an excellent job of organizing a rousing 
program. Scouter Ted acted as Campfire Chief. Everyone was entertained by the songs which 
were accompanied by four Scouters with guitars plus the skits and cheers put on by the youth. A 
most enjoyable evening was had by all who attended. The following morning of August 1 
dawned warm and bright as Brother Mark led the youth, leaders and friends of Scouting in a 
spectacular Sunrise Service with upbeat songs and with youth participation. As the Service was 
concluding, a droning sound was heard and everyone looked up to see three yellow WWII 
Harvard trainers roar overhead in salute. The airplanes’ final pass was in missing man formation 
in salute to Lord Baden- Powell. The Preston Scout House Alumni Band added to the celebration 
and entertained following the Service. After the Service, the 200 attendees were treated to a 
hearty breakfast of juice, pancakes and Piller’s sausage catered by Bingeman’s. Prior to the local 
celebration the Record newspaper carried two articles informing their readers of the upcoming 
campfire and service. During the campfire CTV was on site to record the happenings and 
coverage was shown on the local late evening news. It would be remiss to close without 
mentioning the fact that our local 100th Anniversary of Scouting would not have been made 
possible without the leadership of PL Jim Tait and all the members of the First Centennial Patrol 
of North Waterloo who have been organizing a celebration over the past two years. In a follow 
up meeting to evaluate the campfire and service, it was agreed by all those present that North 
Waterloo’s Celebration was a job “Well Done”. 
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Congratulations to our very own North Waterloo Area Honeyman - Scouter Ken Coyle.  Ken 
won numerous awards at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto for his honey. 
Good Job Ken! 
 
 
Mary Ann Millar 
North Waterloo Area Secretary 
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Steven Coyle of 1st Freeport Scouts took second place in liquid white honey and received 
Reserve Champion Liquid White Honey at this year's Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. Steven is a 
first year Scout and is working on his Agricultural Awareness Badge doing beekeeping. One of 
his requirements was to enter a honey competition. He also received 3rd for Comb Honey and 
5th for Cut Comb Honey. Good job, Steven. 
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Wellington Area “The Woggle” www.wellington.on.scouts.ca  
South Waterloo Area “Notes and News” www.scouts-sw.ca  
Hamilton-Wentworth Area “The Scouter’s Dispatch” www.hwscouting.ca  

�
 


�.��#��1.���/"�,��
��
��.��

�0�
 
Word has it that Mary Ann Miller aka Ms X- DC, aka QBee has such a sparkling personality that 
sparks were flying everywhere the other day in her presence. It reminded some of the fireworks 
at CCJ'07. A truly electrifying personality. 
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CLOSED - December 23, 2007 to January 9, 2008 
RE-OPEN – January 10, 2008 
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What a year at Camp Everton! 
We hosted a tremendous summer event with over 670 campers for a week to celebrate 100 years 
of Scouting with the Centennial Cub Jamboree! Over 1000 people visited the camp on August 1 
alone!  
This fall the activity has continued! We have been booked solid from Mid September right 
through until mid November with groups out enjoying the beautiful fall weather. Winter and 
spring camping are on the horizon...what are your plans to have the kids outdoors? 
 
North Waterloo has proudly cared for Camp Everton for almost 65 years as our association of all 
groups has built, maintained and made use of this outdoor gem. We rely heavily on many groups 
to help us out throughout the year. Our property committee volunteers help make the place 
tick...so ANYTHING you can do to help is appreciated!  
This fall 11th Kitchener has made some huge improvements to Cliff Cabin! A new deck, door, 
windows, roof and a skylight have given Cliff a makeover! Property committee opted to open up 
the trail to Cliff to make access even easier year round. 
 
We would like to thank 11 Kitchener, 69th Kitchener Rovers, 38th Kitchener Scouts, 1st 
Waterloo Venturers and the following individuals: Peter Miller, Chuck Myers, Bruce Gerber, 
Dave Roenspiess, Beverly Wood, Paul Ranger and Evelyn Kassa for feeding us. This project 
took us collectively 4 Saturdays of 9-4 pm workdays through the fall.  
All we ask is for you to come and enjoy a hike to Cliff! 
 
Have a great fall and holiday season!  
Kevin Donovan, NWA Property Manager 
  
Property Committee maintains Scout House, Camp Mohawk and Camp Everton on behalf of 
North Waterloo Groups. 
�
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Who said scouting was just camping!!  You can also find a best 
friend.  Congratulations to Dana Wolfe and Heather Fitzgerald on 
the announcement of their upcoming wedding. The wedding will 
take place February 2, 2008.  (Yes Groundhog day!!!), 
Congratulations and we all wish you the best in your life together. 
(Will this be a Scouting event???) 
Stag and Doe for Dana and Heather will be on Jan 12, 2008 
starting at 8:00pm at Bridgeport Community Centre. Tickets are 
$10.00 each and are available from Mike Smith.  Please email Mike 

for tickets at six_tents@rogers.com and Mike will arrange delivery. 
 
 

 
Lifelong friends do last.  Congratulations on the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Ken and Mary Thomas on November 22, 2007.  
Mary is a member of the 11th Kitchener Scout Group Mothers 
Auxiliary. From the Auxiliary Scout Mothers, and all those in 
Scouting, we wish you the best in the upcoming years together. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Editors note: Dana & Jody, I have missed place my notes but watch the newsletter for a future article. 
 



The Wagon December 2007 16 

 
�
�
�

!	�,����9�
$�)�(�����5	���8;<;=*����

 
 

Nikolaus, or Scouter Nick, as we in the Scouting family knew him, was born 
in Romania. He was the eldest of three children of German heritage in a 
tight- knit German community. Nick shared many fond memories of his brief 
time he spent there. Then the ravages of World War II struck the Ebner 
Family. As the Russian troops were advancing, the Ebner's fled Romania to 
Austria. On that perilous journey Nick lost his mother and a sister, having 
lost his dad somewhere in Russia. Young Nick and his only surviving sister 
became orphans and put in the care of his maternal grandparents. The Red 
Cross arrived to lend a hand to the children, and offered them a place in 
North America. It was at this time that Nick's grandfather made the request 
for Nick and his sister to go to Canada, because of the previous knowledge 

he had of our country. Nick then came to the Kitchener-Waterloo area. Eighteen months later 
Nick's grandparents acquired their Canadian immigration documents. The grandparents took the 
young Ebners to live and settle on a farm in the Tillsonburg area. Nick's life now became stable 
as he developed into a hardworking young man seeking to make a life for himself. 
 
Nick became a devoted and caring husband and father settling into a successful life. He started to 
fill his life with travel and other experiences. It was in that pursuit that Nick discovered the 
Bruce Trail. This activity became his true passion. In 32 years he hiked the trail 36 times from 
end to end and established Nick as Hiker 1 forever. He became a devoted member of the Bruce 
Trail Association, maintaining the trails, helping with fundraisers and many other activities. It 
was soon after joining the Bruce Trail that he joined our local naturalist club and became an 
accomplished birder, gaining a great knowledge of flora and fauna. 
 
Nick's son became a Scouting member as a Beaver, and then as a Cub. As Nick Junior went up to 
Scouts, Nick senior saw the opportunity to spend time with his son. He joined Scouting with 34th 
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Kitchener in 1980, moving to 38th Kitchener in 1983. Soon Nick became “hooked” with 
Scouting. Camping and badge trading made Nick an avid collector. But it was his joy of hiking 
that he loved to share the most with the youth. He also talked about the badge trading culture and 
the opportunities that offered our youth. He was extremely generous to our Scouts. For every 
Jamboree that they would attend, Nick would prepare a collection of area badges and local city 
pins for each participant. He would also instruct our youth of the proper etiquette of trading. 
Nick started another tradition in which Chief Scout and Queen Venturers of 38th Kitchener 
received a Nick hiking stick. Countless scouting youth have been the fortunate recipients of a 
Scouter Nick walking stick and cherish them with a sense of pride. 
 
In his 25 year commitment to scouting, Nick inspired countless youth and adults alike. Scouter 
Nick will be greatly missed by our Scouting family. Nick Ebner lived a life filled with devotion, 
passion and dedication. 
 
On a personal note, I feel privileged that I have known him as a Scouter and loyal friend. Scouter 
Nick has gone home and may our trails cross again. 
 
IN FOND MEMORY 
 
 
Scouter Pierre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dychuck, Mary - Sunday, October 21, 2007. Mary was a loving wife to Richard (Dick), a loving 
mother to Don (Susanne), Dave, and Mary Anne (Brian), and a loving grandmother to Andrew, 
Alison and Logan.  
 
Mary and Richard’s (Dick) son Don attended Cubs and Scouts at 32nd Kitchener and then he 
served as Scoutmaster in the late 80's and very early 90's. 
 
Richard (Dick) was the North Waterloo President – early 90’s. 
�
�
�
Struke, Verna – Monday, December 3, 2007.   A dear friend to the Scouting community for over 
40 years. She was 85. 
 
Verna will forever be affectionately remembered as 'Baloo'. She truly embraced the ideals and 
principles laid out by Baden Powell so many years ago, and spent a good part of her life sharing 
the joys, adventure and opportunities of scouting with hundreds of boys and their families. For 
Verna, Scouting was far more than weekly meetings and a few annual camping adventures. 
Scouting was a way of life.  
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In many ways, Verna was a pioneer in the Scouting movement. She was a charter member of St. 
James'~Rosemount United Church (on Sherwood Avenue in Kitchener). Recognizing the value 
of the Scouting program and its potential for lifelong impact in the community, Verna and a 
small group of advocates made a proposal to their newfound church, and in 1955, the 24th 
Kitchener group was born - just one year after St. James'~Rosemount first opened its worship 
doors! The partnership flourished, and today, both the church and 24th Kitchener continue to 
enjoy the mutually beneficial relationship that brings the unique ministry of Scouting to the 
Rosemount neighbourhood. 
 
Throughout her Scouting career, Verna served as the coordinator of the 24th Ladies Auxiliary, 
became the much loved Baloo to hundreds of boys in Cubs and she started the first Beaver 
Colony. Verna was instrumental in bringing Beavers to all of the North Waterloo District and 
played an important role in starting our very own Scout Shop, where she served as the first 
ScoutShop Manager. Verna was a respected trainer - well known for her craft workshops - and 
often went out to help new groups get started. 
  
Verna taught "her boys" to wear their uniform with pride and respect, emphasizing that the most 
important part of the uniform is your smile.  Whether you were her Cub last month, last year, or 
30+ years ago, you were forever ingrained in her memory and forever referred to as one of her 
boys. And whether or not you agreed with her opinions (which, by the way, she had little trouble 
enunciating :-)....), there was no doubt that her heart, her dedication, her love of Scouting,  her 
feisty rebuttals and boundless energy all focused on one goal ........whatever was best for her 
boys. And for that, she will continue to be loved by so many, for a very long time.  
 
As long as Scouting exists, Baloo's memory will live on. Good night, Baloo, and Good hunting. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
It is not the distance covered on the hike that is important so much as the things that they do and 

see on the way.  Pg 32 Golden Arrow Training Handbook.�


